New Solar Project at USDA’s George Washington Carver Center

USDA'’s Office of
Operations is
committed in

increasing energy
efficiency and

renewable power

in its facilities.
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George Washington Carver Center Solar Array Layout

On September 23 2014, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Office of
Operations held a groundbreaking event
announcing it will install USDA’s first
solar array project in the National
Capital Region. This solar array project
demonstrates the Office of Operations’
commitment to environmental
sustainability and innovative approaches
to the current challenges in energy
conservation.

The project includes the design and
construction of a multi-phased 1.5-
megawatt photovoltaic array at the
George Washington Carver Center
(GWCC), located in  Beltsville,
Maryland. The first phase of the project
has already started and is anticipated for
completion by January 2015; 200
kilowatts of on-site solar power will be
installed. 200 kW will generate
approximately 275 MWh per vyear;
enough to power approximately 25
homes.

This project is part of a larger energy
management and sustainability program
for the Office of Operations. In FY
2014, the Office of Operations
purchased more than half of
Headquarter’s energy consumption in
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs).

Also in FY 2014, the Office of
Operations installed new LED lighting
in the GWCC parking lots. This project
replaced the existing 400-watt parking
lot lights with energy-saving LED
fixtures that use 150-watts. The new
LED lighting helps reduce energy costs
and will increase the effectiveness of the
solar array project.

In addition to increasing of Office of
Operations green energy portfolio, the
solar project will help the department
meet Executive Order 13514, "Federal
Leadership in Environmental, Energy,
and Economic Performance” and the
President’s Capital Solar Challenge.



