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GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER CENTER  
SOLAR ARRAY PROJECT SUMMARY
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of Operations is committed to demonstrating innovative approaches to the current challenges in energy conservation and sustainability. To address these challenges, the Office of Operations has installed its first solar array project. The 1.6 MW solar farm, located at the George Washington Carver Center in Beltsville, Maryland, is the largest federal solar project in the National Capital Region. This project, which is part of a larger commitment to transform the facility into a model for sustainability, will help meet the President’s Capital Solar Challenge and the President’s new Executive Order, 13693 “Planning for Federal Sustainability in the Next Decade.”  The new solar power farm is expected to provide about 20 percent of the electrical power requirements at the George Washington Carver Center and handle most of its electrical needs during the day, saving over $300,000 per year in electric costs.  

The GWCC solar farm consists of 5,054, 315- watt, 72-cell monocrystalline solar panel.  The ground mounted solar panels are covering 6.2 acres of land. On Saturday (April 11, 2015) the GWCC solar farm generated near 1,200KW peak and 10,000 KWH of power (without the last row of the solar farm on line). Please see the sample Pepco chart below: 
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This project is part of a larger energy management and sustainability effort by the Office of Operations. The Office of Operations’ sustainability program works by minimizing environmental impacts through implementation of energy and water conservation, sustainable landscapes, waste minimization and recycling, sustainable acquisition, and green commuting projects at Headquarters and George Washington Carver Center. 

If you are interested in learning more about Office of Operations’ and USDA’s Energy and Sustainability Programs, visit the www.greening.usda.gov website for more information.  
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